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Ghe Spenfer Society. 


COUNCIL. 


JAMES CROSSLEY, Esoq., F.S.A. 
THOMAS JONES, Esa., BA., F.S.A. 
Reve CHOMAS CORSER, M.A: F.S.A. 
G. W.’ NAPIER, Eso., Zreasurer. 
JOHN LEIGH, Esoa., Hon. Secretary. 


FEW gentlemen of literary tastes are desirous to 
form a Society for reprinting the rarer poetical 
literature of the sixteenth and seventeenth cen- 
turies. As, however, their wish is to reprint the 


works of each author in as complete a form as 
possible, they would not hesitate, in many instances, to include 
his prose writings also. 

The Early English Text Society, whose operations have been 
eminently successful, is engaged in producing a series of works 
embodying the literature of the thirteenth, fourteenth and fif- 
teenth centuries. Many of the poetical works of the succeeding 
two centuries, the sixteenth and seventeenth, have become as 
rare as those of an earlier period ; and though possessing, many 
‘of them, the highest merit and inté@rest, and, from the circum- 
stance of the language in the two centuries referred to having 
been fully formed, as easily readable as more modern produc- 
tions, yet have* they become quite unattainable for private 
libraries, — some existing as unique copies only, and others so 
scarce as to be purchasable only at very extravagant prices. 


Mr. John Payne Collier has for some time past been issuing 
a limited number of reprints, chiefly of the seventeenth century, 
the typography and paper of which can scarcely be excelled ; 
and he has proved, by the small number of copies issued, and 
the very moderate price charged, that even so small a number 
as fifty copies of a work may be reprinted at comparatively a 
very trifling expense. 

It is proposed to produce the reprints in a handsome form, 
adopting either similar type and paper to those of Mr. Collier’s 
reprints, or the equally beautiful type and paper of the late 
Mr. Pickering’s large-paper impressions of some of the early 
dramatists. 

Among the earliest issues of the Society will be the works of 
John Heywood, several pieces by John Taylor the water poet 
(not contained in the printed folio), and some rare tracts by 
Robert Green. 

The Society will be limited to two hundred members, paying 
an annual subscription of two guineas each, and under no 
circumstances will a greater number than two hundred copies 
of any work be printed. 

Subscribers’ names received by THOMAS JONES, esq. B.A, 
Chetham Library; G. W. NAPIER, esq., Chapel Walks, .Man- 
chester; and JOHN LEIGH, esq., 27, Byrom Street, Manchester. 
Subscriptions due 1st January in each year. 


Charles Simms & Co., Printers, King Street, Manchester. 
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